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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
MAURER RETIRES AFTER 33 YEARS AT EASTERN
CHARLESTON -- What began as a temporary teaching assignment in
1962

became

a

permanent

academic

home

for

Eastern

Illinois

University's David Maurer, chair of the Department of History, who
will retire June 30.
Maurer, a native of Canton, Ohio, received a bachelor's degree
in history from Beloit College, Beloit, Wis., in 1957.

He went on

to complete a master of arts degree in 1958 and a doctorate in
1962, both in history, at The Ohio State University.
Maurer became interested in history in grade school.
"I was fortunate to have very good teachers and parents who
were

very

history.

encouraging

about

my

fascination

for

the

study

of

In high school, I also had good teachers and I

took all the history classes I could.

We had a population of 3, 000

students at Canton McKinley High School so there were quite a few
courses offered."
After completing his doctorate, Maurer was offered a temporary
position

as

a

substitute

Department of History.

instructor

in

the

newly

independent

The department had formerly been included
-more-
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with social sciences.

When the professor he had been substituting

for decided not to return, Maurer was offered the tenure-track
position.
"When I came to Eastern the department was located on the
second floor of Blair Hall.

Professor Rex Syndergaard was the

chair at the time. He was a really good person.
was outstanding.

The whole faculty

Glenn Seymour, Donald Tingley, Leonard Wood and

William Miner were all great teachers and very supportive," said
Maurer.
"There is one thing they never let me forget. It must have
been the second day I went to class.

I had a number of books and

a stack of notecards under my arm for my lecture that day.

I was

walking to class when I heard Professor Seymour say to me,
where are you going?'

'To class,' I replied.

'And

'You don't need to

take all that with you, just go in there and talk,' he said. I was
very embarrassed.

With his booming voice,

I

figured everybody

heard," Maurer recalled.
During his tenure at Eastern, Maurer taught survey courses in
American history, recent U.S. history and historical administration
seminars on management, oral history and curatorial practice.
"I've always enjoyed the students.
greater joy than a good student.
repentant sinner, I suppose.

To a teacher, there is no

It is like a preacher with a

When a student can think, write well,

conduct research, it is a joy to behold," observed Maurer.
-more-
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"In the late '60s and early '70s, our students were really
eegaged in what was happening in the world beyond as well as what
was happening on campus.
the

For quite a few years I had almost all

students involved with student government and many of the

journalism students in my contemporary American history courses.
There were many major topics: in loco parentis, Vietnam, the Civil
Rights issues, etc."
Maurer counts among his former students Illinois Governor Jim
Edgar

and

his

Grosball;

Ellen

senior

assistant

for

Schanzle-Haskins,

special

u.s.

projects,

district

Allen

attorney

in

Springfield; and Chris Dettro, a reporter for the State Journal
Register

in Springfield.

Maurer believes students today aren't any poorer academically,
they just don't seem to want to challenge themselves as much and he
isn't sure why that is.
For Maurer,
Eastern was

the

one of the. things he has enjoyed the most at
opportunity to develop

historical administration.
careers

as

museum

a

graduate program in

The program prepares its graduates for

curators,

state

archivists,

historical societies and cultural centers.

directors

of

In its twentieth year,

the program has graduates in professional positions throughout the
U.S. and Canada ..
Active
colleagues,

on

campus,

Maurer

has

been

in

the

words

of

his

"the heart and soul of the American Association of

University Professors'(AAUP) local chapter."
-more-
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continually
treasurer.

served

as

either

its

president

or

the

secretary-

He has actively supported the AAUP's 43-year-old

lecture series and has continually served on the organization's
Martin Luther King Scholarship committee.
\

'--

Maurer was the EIU representative and vice-chair of the Board
of Governors Universities Council of Faculties from 1968 to 1971;
a member of the Faculty Senate from 1971 to 1974 and served as its
chair from 1973

to 1974; and he was elected to the University

Personnel Committee in 1974 and served as its chair from 1975 to
1976.
As chair of the history department, he served as chair of the
Committee on Assessment for the General Education Core from 1989 to
1991, as secretary of the EIU Council of Chairs from 1994 to 1995,
and as a member of the College of Arts and Humanities Dean's Search
Committee for the Council of Chairs in the spring of 1994.

He

received a Faculty Excellence Award in 1989.
Maurer also has been active in the Coles County Historical
Society,

the

American Association for

State and Local History

(AASLH), The American Association of Museums, the Midwest Museums
Conference, the Illinois Historic Sites Advisory Council and the
Congress of Illinois Historical Societies and Museums.

He was

president of the Illinois State Historical Society in 1980-81.
His

work

with

AASLH

includes

a

Scholar-in-Residence

appointment .in 1985, service on the President's Committee on the
Annual Meeting and the ad hoc Planning Committee.
I
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After three decades, Maurer has decided to retire.
"It's a good time to step down.

I am in good health and still

have energy to pursue other professional projects. The department
is strong, our visibility is growing and our professors are making
a number of impressive scholarly contributions.

We've been able to

attract a number of people with really good credentials and the
annual giving by alumni has increased substantially," commented
Maurer.
Maurer and his wife, Joyce, plan to stay in their log home on
11 1/2 acres northwest of Charleston.

The land features a pond and

is a preserve for quail, pheasants and nesting bluebirds.

They

have two children, William, an EIU graduate, who lives in Ohio with
his wife and four children; and Beth, who lives in North Carolina
with her husband and two children.
-30-

